A Parent & carer guide to
Education Otherwise Than At
School

VWhat it is ¢« VWho it's ]EO’Y“ e How it diﬁe'r"s ]CT”O'TTI
FHE & Alternative Provision
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The legal framework fO’T" EOTAS is set out in Section 61 of the Children and Families Act (201$)

(1) A local authoritg In E'ng land may arrange fo*r" any special
educational p'r"ovision that it has decided is necessary for a child
O™ young person for whom it is 'r"esponsible to be made otherwise
than in a school or post-16 institution or a place at which
relevant eo:r"lg years education is p'rvovided.

(2) An authoritg may do so o*nlg 'Lf satisﬁed that it would be
imappropriate for the pr-ovision to be made in a school or post—1 6

institution or at such a place.

(3) Before do'mg so, the authoritlj must consult the child's parents
or the young person.



There is mo standard EOTAS .package: The p”r“ov'Ls'LO'n should be 'mdividuallg speciﬁed accord'mg to the child or young pe"rvson's

'Lde'nti]cied SEN and the pr-ovision 'r"equrr"ed to meet those needs.

Where a child or young per-son ls ’r“eceiv'mg whollg EOTAS under s.61, Section I would O”r“d'ma’r“llg not name a school or other
mstitution.

Packages may include tutor'mg, me"ntor'mg, the"rvaples, specialist teach'mg and other p'rvovision, depe'nd'mg on individual need.

To show how diﬁe"r"e"nt EOTAS packag es can look in p'rvactice, here are three real- llfe examples ]f’rom my own famllg:

Eldest, 11 years old, very superior IQ Middle, 10 years old, superior Youngest, / years old, severe
alonside significant sensory processing IQ alongside severe EBSA and ADHD, ASD, learning
dlfficulties: 3 'nificcmt sensory p'r"ocess'mg difflculties & dgsp'r“axia:
di%ciculties:
o 15h’r“s/pefr“ week private tutoring (maths, ° 15hfrvs/pe'rv week 1:1 tutoring
eng[ish, sclence, h’LstO'r”g, philosophg) ° 15h’r“s/pe'r" Weekmeﬂto"r“'mg ° WOh'r“s/pe"r“ Weekme'ntor'mg
° 5h7"5/pe'r" week computer science & ° TOh"r“S/pe'rv week 1! tutoﬂﬂg
technology

o 5h'rvs/pe'r” week 1! mentoring
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AlternativeProvision

EOTAS
Elective Home Education Education delivered outside a
Note the work 'elective’. A parent traditional school environment,
hould mot d int PEH £ funded by the LA, in circumstances
SR LS, ]Eee pressllifen, e where school is deemed . -
inmapropriate ]tor the child.young Alternative Provision (AP)
If deciding to go down this po.th you person.”™ Education arranged outside a

of child’s usual school provision in
particular circumstances, including
where a child would Othe'T"WLSB not
receive suitable education because
of exclusion, illness or other
Teasons.

AP is not the same as EOTAS

must ensure that any child

compulsort school age receives an

efficient tull-time education

suitable:

* To their age, ability and
aptitude, and

* To any special educational needs

thelj may have”

Although the law says ]fu ~-time'

there are no set amount of hours.

*Adapted from the Education Act (1996) Section 7
**Adapted from the Children & Families Act (2014) Section 61




EOTAS is agreed through an EHCP
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For EOTAS under Section 61, the key question is whether it would be inappropriate for the child or young person'’s

special educational provision to be made in a school or post-16 institution.

Evidence can help demonstrate why provision in an educational institution would be inappropriate and what
provision is required instead.

Expert/Professional

Reports

Educational
Psychologist (EP)
Occupational
Therapist (OT)
CAMHS
Previous/Current
setting

Attendance Records

Low/no attendance
despite support being
put in place.

Very useful in many
circumstances and
particuulary for

EBSA.

Proposed EOTAS
Timetable

This is not a
requirement.

However, it can be
useful for the
LA/Tribunal to
understand the childs
needs
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If you'd like to go into more detail or find out more, I'd love to help.

EE] EOTAS in brief:

@ Get in touch
Under Section 61 of the Children and '

Families Act 2014, EOTAS may be
arranged where the LA is satisfied
that it would be inappropriate for the
special educational provision to be
made in a school or post-16 institution.

| offer email-based support to help parents
and carers understand EOTAS and
navigate the EHCP process with confidence.

v

> divergingpaths@outlook.com

It is not the same as Elective Home
Education (EHE) or Alternative
Provision (AP).

£

&L www.divergingpaths.co.uk
EOTAS is an individualised package

' of education and special educational

provision designed around the child or
P young person’s needs.

.......................................................

DIVERGING PATHS

SEND EMAIL SUPPORT

Please note: The information in this resource is for general guidance only.
It does not constitute legal advice. Every child and situation is unique.
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